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Amnesty International is a non governmental organization which works for freedom in the world and for the respect of human rights. Its unique preocupation is to contribute to the protection of human rights.

The question is : What is Amnesty International’s role, strategy and worldwide limits?

Firstly, we will study the mission and the history and more exactly the way to finance the actions and the development of the organization in the world. 

Secondly, we will present the strategy and the impacts of this organisation. Espescially the political, economic and the social impacts.
Finally, we will study its actions and limits in the news.

I Presentaion of Amnesty International

a) The  History
Amnesty International (AI) is a non governmental organization which was founded more than 40 years ago. This organisation contains many political ideology, economic interets and religion. People participating come from different cultures, religions and political ideas.

“AI is independent of any government, political ideology, economic interest or religion. It does not support or oppose any governement or political system, nor does it support or oppose the views of the victims whose rights it seeks to protect. It is concerned solety with the impartial protection of human rights.”website www.amnesty.org
The main objective is to protect and promote human rights all around the world. This organisation was founded by a british lawyer Peter benenson. He read an article concerning two students who went to jail for just celebrating the liberty in their country. They began by an international campaign to defend the rights of these people. Then, they created offices in seven countries.

“Amnesty International forms a global community of rights defenders with the principles of international solidarity, effective action for the individual victim, global coverage, the universality and indivisibility of Human rights, impartiality and independence, and democracy and mutual respect” website www.amnesty.org
It means that the first objective is to defend and protect humans rights in the world. 


- The members 

All the members are volontaries help. There are more than 2.2 million members all around the world. This organisation is based in more than 150 countries and territories. “They come from many different backgrounds and have widely different political and religious beliefs, they are united by a determination to work for a world where everyone enjoys human rights”. www.amnesty.org
This organisation is based on the difference, they fight against racism, poverty, discrimination...

In France, the head office is located in Paris. In France there are members who participate activily at the life of the organisation.


- The structure 

This organisation is totally independent of any government and refuse to work for politics or for the Church. So, normally, they don’t accept any financial help from them.

There are different sections of AI around the world.

This organisation is based on an International council. It’s the main section of this organisation.

“The primary functions of the International Concil are :

To focus on a startegy

To set Amnesty International’s vision, mission and core values

To determine AI’s Integrated strategic Plan including its financial strategy.

To establish systems and bodies of governance and delegation for the movement, to elect members to those bodies, and to hold those bodies, and to hold those bodies and theirs members accountable

To evaluate the movement’s performance against its agreed strategies and plans

To hold sections, structures and other bodies accountable” website www.amnesty.org
The second important section of AI is the International Executive Commitee. The missions are :

“ To take international decisions on behalf of AI

“ To ensure that there is a sound financial policy for AI and that the financial policy is consistently implemented across the international organisation

“ To ensure implementation of the Integrated Strategic plan

“ To make any necessary adjustments to the Integrated Strategic Plan and other decisions of the International Council

“ To ensure compliance with the Statute 

 “ To ensure human resources development

“ To hold sections, structures and other bodies of AI accountable for their functioning by presenting reports to the International Council

To perform the other functions conferred on it by the statute                                     website www.amnesty.org
In each country, they can create a section or an office to improve the impact of AI. These principal functions are :

“ Prior to its recognition have demonstrated its ability to organize and maintain basics AI activities

“ Submit its statute to the International Excutive Commitee for approval

“ Pay such annual fee as may be determined by the International Council

“ Be registred as such with the International Secretariat on the decision of the International Excutive Commitee

To promote their missions and actions around the world, they created a section : “The International Network”
An International Network must meet the following requirements :

“ Have AI members from at least five different sections and/or structures”

“ Have AI members from at least two International Secretariat programme regions”

“ Be theme or identity based”

“ Have terms of reference that meet the statute and core values of AI”

“ Have terms of reference approved by the International Excutive Commitee”

“ Be formally recognized by, and registered with, the International Executive Commitee” website www.amnestyinternational.org

b) Missions 
The main mission of AI is to lead research and actions to prevent and stop attacks at the whole of the rights. The objectif is “to prevent and to eng grave abuses of the rights to physical and mental integrity, freedom of conscience and expression, and freedom from discrimination, within the context of its work to promote all human rights.” www.amnesty.org
Its activities are around six subjects :

Ameliorate the respect between people and fight against each form of discrimination

To revendicate justice and fight against impunity

To defend the physical and mental integrity of each personn

To defend the right of the people in the conflicts

To promote and protect the rights of improoted peoples

To defend the rights of woman

Each time that Amnesty International wants to lead an action to protect people who are in trouble, this organisation works with its members. They work with the media all around the world, work with experts who speak to the victims, go to the trial and publish files every year.

- Amnesty International in 2007 

At the begining, AI was a small organisation which was lead by several people in a small office in London. Nowadays, it has become the biggest organisation of volonteers in the world working for the human rights. 

The section had 11000 members in 1978, and 20 000 in 1981.    

Amnesty has more than 2,2 millions members and volonteers in 150 countries and territories. There are national sections in more than 50 countries, 30 of them outside Europe and North America.

This organisation has different activities during the year :

- 5000 people, collectivities, families and organisations of defense for human rights lead activities around the world.

- 700 defenders of human rights and organisations had had trainings for Amnesty International.

- 330 urgent actions have been organised by the organisation to defend persons in danger.

- 153 countries and territories are in the report.

- 121 projects of campaign

c) Amnesty International’s fundraising

Amnesty International is independent of any government, economic interest, political ideology or religion. To ensure its independance, Amnesty International, does not look for or accept money from political parties or governments to carry out its mission against human rights abuses.
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      Source : http://www.amnesty.org/resources/pdf/campaigning-manual/chapter5.pdf
The Amnesty International’s funding system depends on its fundraising activities and its membership. 

To protect the organization’s independance, all donors and contributors are strictly controlled by guidelines implemented by the International Council.


- Where the money comes from

Amnesty International is respected throughout the world as a campaign for internationally recognized human rights. Its credibility is based on its refusal to compromise its integrity and financial independence. That’s why, much of Amnesty International’s income comes from individual members / supporters and from fundraising activities.

It’s important to mention the generous contribution from foundations, charitable trusts and companies which support Amnesty’s actions.

Sometimes, Amnesty International requests funding from government (for example for a project that encourages Human Rights awareness in schools).

These funds are only accepted if they are free to be used without compromising Amnesty’s aims and principles.
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            Source : http://www.amnesty.org.uk
Figures : 

Individual subscriptions: £14.9m

Trading + other fundraising: £2.6m

Legacies: £2.1m

Other income: £0.5m
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   Source : http://www.amnesty.org.uk
The Amnesty International’s income has raised from £12.5m in 2001 to £19.4m in 2006 that is a 55% increase.


Amnesty International is a NGO which has grown significantly these last 5 years, as a consequence, the numbers of campaigns leaded by AI have also increased ; death penalty, poverty and human rights, refugees and migrants, international justice, child soldiers ...


- Where the money goes

Amnesty International principally spends its money on:

· Campaigning
· research into international human rights violations
· recruiting new members and supporters
To save money, Amnesty International strives to keep administration costs to a minimum.

The increase of its credibility and effectiveness is very important for Amnesty International, so the recruitment of new members and supporters is absolutely vital.
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Figures:

Human rights work: £12.9m

Raising supporter income: £5.8m

Trading + other fundraising: £1.03m

Governance costs: £0.3m


- Fundraising activities
To raise money, Amnesty International organizes activities, such as those mentionned below:

Organizing an event: 
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To organize events that promote human rights is a way to raise money for Amnesty International. There are a lot of events to organize such as concerts, theatre performances, garden parties etc...

Amnesty International can support the events organization by providing posters, balloons and giving advices concerning the planning and the coordination of the events.

Once the money collected, cheque or postal order have to be sent to Amnesty International’s local contact.

Organizing a booksale: 
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A booksale is an oppotunity to gather people aroud a common passion: the books and reading celebration. This event is also the opportunity to raise money to protect human rights worldwide.

Amnesty International provides guidelines regarding booksale’s advertisement, books pricing for the sale.

Recycle your mobile:
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Every mobile phone recycled with Amnesty International raises £4 to support Amnesty’s work.

Amnesty International doesn’t care about the age and the condition of the mobile phones, the aim is to recuperate precious metals like gold and silver, which can be reused but also toxic substances which can be harmful for the environment.

Then, phones are sold to the Amnesty International’s recycling partner (Corporate Mobile Recycling) who checks and tests them. 

Working phones are sold on as second hand phones and reused, principally to countries where there are no fixed line telephone networks.

In the first two months of this mobile recycling operation, Amnesty International UK raised £10000.

Sponsored event: 
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A lot of sponsored event are organized to collect money for human rights. Participants can be involved in a marathon, a parachute jump, a mountain trek or any other sponsord event.

Then Amnesty will send the participants the fundraising support needed and a Team Amnesty running vest.

Raffle tickets:
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 The raffle tickets is an other way to support Amnesty International, it both enables Amnesty to raise funds (thanks to the tickets purchasing) and the participants to win prices. For example, the Amnesty International UK’s spring raffle raised a £160,000 in 2007.

eBay:
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“eBay for charity” is a new way to support Amnesty. 

When someone sells on eBay he can donate a percentage of his sale from 10% to 100% to help human rights. However, the minimum donation is £2.00 in order to ensure a meaningful donation.

II Strategy
Issues met by a worldwide policy:


As we saw previously there are more than 2.2 million members of Amnesty International all over the world. This organisation is based in more than 150 countries and territories and its politic strategy must be clear and fair to every citizen of the world. However, criticism of Amnesty International’s policy is frequent and concern two major issues: accusations of selection bias and accusations of ideological bias. 
Alleged Selection Bias :
Many governments (China,Vietnam, Russia,United States…) have recently attacked Amnesty International and the actions of these governments have been the subject of human rights matters expressed by Amnesty International.
Most of these critics reproach Amnesty International to focus its actions and reports on the more democratic and opened countries. Critics denounce selection bias. According to them Amnesty International focus disproportionately on allegations of human rights violations in countries like Israel neglecting less democratic countries (North Korea or Cambodia).
Amnesty International supporters claims that the number of report is more important in these countries because information is more easily obtainable and these countries took more commitments to uphold human rights. Moreover these countries government are more susceptible to public pressure. 
The case of Israel remains one of the more polemical: analysts denounce Amnesty International’s obsession to maintain human rights in Israel while excluding other countries where worse cases of violations are frequent.
Some countries claim to have been forgotten by Amnesty International. The civil war hitting countries like Sudan, Algeria or Congo doesn’t seem to interest much Amnesty International as it’s underlined when comparing the few reports dealing with these issues compared with the number of Amnesty International about Israel.

Ideological bias ?
We can consider that these disagrees could be classified as alleged selection bias but Amnesty International has also to face with another kind of criticisms. As a worldwide organization, Amnesty International hardly aims to communicate a worldwide image through its system of values, its actions and also by its principles. 

The use of a global system of values and principles implies to face matters as a global policy can’t match perfectly with all the citizens of the world.

Several contentious cases exist and it’s never easy for Amnesty International to take the right decision. Recently Amnesty International had to intervene on a polemic case (the Muhammad cartoon) to set the limits of the freedom of expression against the hate speech.
The organization stated:

“The right to freedom of opinion and expression should be one of the cornerstones of any society. However, the right to freedom of expression is not absolute — neither for the creators of material nor their critics. It carries responsibilities and it may, therefore, be subject to restrictions in the name of safeguarding the rights of others. In particular, any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence cannot be considered legitimate exercise of freedom of expression. Under international standards, such "hate speech" should be prohibited by law. …While AI recognises the right of anyone to peacefully express their opinion, including through peaceful protests, the use and threat of violence is unacceptable.”
Even if the organization stated on this matter it doesn’t perfectly work it out. According to the Ethiopian government Amnesty International is unable to differentiate in case of such problems in regards to Ethiopian politics.

An other main issue Amnesty International has to deal with these last years was abortion. Before April 2007 the organization remained neutral on this subject matter but since that day Amnesty International supports the access to it (in cases of rape or incest). One more time this intervention made waves and found some opponents. The critics started that time from organizations which had been loyal supporters of Amnesty International in the past. The Roman Catholic Church advised Catholics not to donate anymore to the Organisation has it was considered to promote abortion. 

Amnesty International reacts by explicating that the organization didn’t intend to promote abortion but to support its decriminalisation when it stances.
Finally, the International Council decided in August to retain the stance laid down in April which also prompts huge reactions. Members of the organization revoked their membership like this former officer of the organization

 "decision makes it very difficult for Catholics to remain members of Amnesty or to give it any financial support" while reiterating that he remained "deeply committed to Amnesty’s original mandate: to work for freedom for prisoners of conscience, an end to torture and the death penalty, and fair trials for all.”.
As we saw it’s never easy for Amnesty International to define the appropriate political strategy. Even if it’s one of the main actors in the human rights protection, it’s more and more difficult for the organization to evaluate in the global world.
Amnesty international (AI) is registered as a non-lucrative organization (international non-governmental organization). 
It is socially and economically implicated in more than 50 countries with specific sections and is on this way consultative for UNO for the economics and social questions (“Economic and Social Council”). Still for those questions, Amnesty International is also observer for the African Union.

Its economicalwork :

Amnesty International is largely made up of voluntary members but retains a small number of paid professionals. In countries where Amnesty International has a strong presence, members are organized as 'sections'. Sections coordinate basic Amnesty International activities normally with a significant volume of members, some of whom will form into 'groups', and a professional staff. 
Each have a board of directors. In 2005 there were 52 sections worldwide. 'Structures' are aspiring sections. They also coordinate basic activities but have a smaller membership and a limited staff. In countries where no section or structure exists people can become 'international members'. Two other organizational models exist: 'international networks', which promote specific themes or have a specific identity, and 'affiliated groups', which do the same work as section groups, but in isolation. 
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(CF. Wikipedia.org)

- The economic background : the statutory financial statements

The accompanying financial statements relate to the International Secretariat and have

been prepared in order to show the combined position for the year ended 31 March 2006.

These combined financial statements do not represent the statutory financial statements

of Amnesty International Limited and Amnesty International Charity Limited – separate financial statements are prepared for each Company.

“These summarized financial statements comprise both the Statement of Financial

Activities and the Balance Sheet for the year ended 31 March 2006. The full financial

statements were approved by the Directors on 10 October 2006. They received an unqualified audit report and copies may be obtained from the offices of Amnesty

International (International Secretariat) in London.”
Annual Review 2006


- The social bacground : a communicative strategy

The individual at the core Amnesty International’s campaigning remained firmly rooted in the power of individuals working in support of other individuals. Whether global or local, aimed at governments or multilateral institutions, focusing on one person in danger or a system-wide problem, all campaigns are generated and fired by the individual at their centre in need of protection or support.
Campaigning can change the lives of individuals – of victims and survivors of human

rights abuses, of human rights activists and defenders, and even of the abusers.

The Israelian social sample:

This obsession would make sense if Israel was among the worst human rights offenders in the world. But by any objective measure this is not the case. Even with the harshest interpretation of Israeli’s policies, which takes no account of cause and effect, and Israel’s predicament of facing existential war, there can be no comparison to the civil wars in Sudan, Algeria, or Congo. Like the UN, the policies of AI and HRW have more to do with politics than human rights.





Human Rights NGOs and the Neglect of Sudan, Don Habibi
III Actions and limits

a) The Burma crisis

In Burma the protests began on August 15th because the government decided to increase the price of fuel: both petrol and diesel doubled in price. This hike hit Burma’s people by forcing the price of public transport up and by triggering a knock effect for staples such as rice and cooking oil. 
Few people led the initial demonstrations in Rango, Burma’s main city: on August 19th, the march of 400 pro-democracy activists was the largest demonstration in the military-ruled nation for several years. But the authorities reacted quickly and arrested dozens of activists; nonetheless protests continued around the country but numbers were small. 
What is interesting is, why did the monks get involved in these demonstrations? The monks started participating in large numbers after troops used force to break up a peaceful rally in the central town Pakokku on September 5th. Since this event the participation of monks in Burma’s actualities is increasing; their participation is significant because they are hundreds of thousands and they are highly revered. 
There participation is very important but it is not new because the clergy has historically been prominent in political protests in Burma. Because of the clergy's influence, the government has tried hard to woo many senior abbots. The fact that the abbots chose to remain silent was a sign for many people that they condoned the protests. 
For the monks the important fact is not really the increase of fuel price but the fact that the country is becoming poorer. A group called the Alliance of All Burmese Buddhist Monks emerged to co-ordinate the protests, and on the 21st of September they issued a statement describing the military government as "the enemy of the people".

In the initial days of the protests, the public did not appear to be involved by the fear of repression but gradually they change their point of view because the demonstration grew in size rapidly. 
On September 24th thousands of people responded to a call from the monks and joined a massive protest in Rangoon. Key members of the opposition party, the National League for Democracy (NLD) also joined the protests, after initially distancing themselves from the action. 

During the first week of demonstrations the government waited but after a week of increasingly large protests, they warned they were ready to "take action". They prohibit the use of internet and mobile phone links to the outside world in order to cut Burma from the world. 
But few television pictures showed police using baton charges and tear gas on monks and fellow protesters. In 3 weeks a lot of monks were transported to prison camps and few were killed. There had been a lot of international reaction to the crisis; the US has tightened sanctions on the military leadership and has called for action to be taken over the protests. 
But the US has not significant influence on the country's leadership. Furthermore a lot of Non Governmental organisation, like Amnesty International, put the stress on the Burmese problem by asking the UN to take military and economic sanctions.

- Amnesty International‘s actions.
Amnesty International is calling for international arms embargo.
As a matter of fact, Amnesty International is calling for international reaction in order to fight against Burmese’s government repressions. 
On October 1st Amnesty International is asking the United Nation Security Council to immediately impose an arms embargo on Burma in order to stop monks’ repression. Moreover Amnesty International is calling on the principal suppliers of arms to Burma, in particular China, India and the ASEAN nations, to stop supplying Burma in munitions and guns. "An unambiguous message must be sent urgently to Burma military leaders that their brutal crackdown on peaceful protestors will not be tolerated or fuelled by any member of the international community," said Irene Khan, Secretary General of Amnesty International. 

Despite official reports saying that only nine people had been killed, Amnesty International fears that the actual number is much higher. 
Over the past week, Burma security forces have raided monasteries and attacked peaceful demonstrators, at least 1,000 people are believed to have been arrested in Rangoon alone. There is an important risk that the government security forces will continue to arrest monks and to hurt all people involved in demonstrations.

'It is unacceptable for states to continue to supply arms to a government that is already responsible for persistent serious violations of human rights and which now resorts to violence against peaceful demonstrators,' 

‘A comprehensive arms embargo should remain in place until the Government of Burma takes concrete steps to improve the human rights protection of all, including the release of all prisoners of conscience.’  said Ms Khan.
Amnesty International is calling for a petition to fight against repression in Burma

Amnesty International is very worried by the Myanmar situation, where risks of violence and repression are growing. Last official reports mention hundreds of arrests, not only demonstrators but also political personalities as d'Aung San Suu Kyi, the peace Nobel price. 
Through this petition Amnesty International ask to Burmese authority that all prisoners are allowed to talk to there lawyer and to be well- addressed. Furthermore thanks to this petition Amnesty International intend to sensitize Burmese government to the right of speech, association and gathering   without risk to be arrests, in accordance with the international human rights.

If you go on Amnesty International website you can sign the petition by the net in order to act against Burmese repression.
Amnesty International is organising a nationwide demonstration 

Amnesty International acknowledging the key role of China in Asia and most particular, its economic and political links with Myanmar, that is why Amnesty International asks Chinese authority to do an arms embargo and to uphold United Nation Council decisions. To fight against Burma’s crisis Amnesty International organise a nationwide demonstration, that is to say a demonstration, the same day on the same time in every important cities in the world. This nationwide demonstration will take place on Saturday the 6th of October, in Paris and London for Instance. 
On the Amnesty International website you can find the schedule and the map of the march in all countries. This demonstration will be an important international event to show to Burmese authority that the Burman crisis is not an “intern case” but a true international crisis that must be ended by the United Nation Council.

              - Amnesty International’s limits
After Amnesty International’s pressure, the UN Security council decided to take measure against Burma because it will have serious international repercussions” if it did not re​spond to demands for democratic change: “No country can afford to act in isolation from the standards by which all members of the international community are held.” said Ibrahim Gambari, a UN Security council member. 
However, despite a string of statements from Security Council members condemning the regime’s actions, China does not want to take sanction against Burma and China will, even, use of it veto power. Wang Guangya, China’s UN envoy, said: “Pressure will not help address the problem but might lead to mistrust and confrontation, and even cut off the current channel of dialogue between Myanmar [Burma] and the United Nations.” 

In this Burma Crisis Amnesty International take an important role by this action (press release, petition and nationwide demonstration) but its action is limited. As a mater of fact, Amnesty can bring into focus to international authority the Burmese problem and it can suggest to do an arms embargo but Amnesty is not a “real power”. For instance, if China does not accept to take decision against Burmese authority, with the UN Security council, any arms embargo will occur. 
Amnesty International is a “peaceful power” which has an important role of suggestion and open-mindedness but not of actions because its means are very limited. But even if, Amnesty International has not a power of decision on the global scale it use its entire means to change the world; the nationwide demonstration is a perfect example. On Saturday people and NGO will show to politicians that even without power you can change “the world”.
To conclude we can say that, NGO and Amnesty International in particular, does not have the political and economical power to change things in the world but they have the peaceful power, and I think it’s the most important power.

b) The death penalty and Amnesty International


- Sum up of the events

The death penalty is a judgment applied by the judiciary consisting in removing legally the life for one person having been recognized guilty of a crime falling under a penal qualification liable to this punishment.

The capital punishment is a subject which since the Antiquity shares the opinions on its abolition or its preservation. But nowadays, a lot of organisation like Amnesty International tries to fight against the death penalty.

Since 1990, more than 45 States totally abolished the capital punishment. This constant tendency observes all over the world: in Africa (Côte d'Ivoire and Libéria) in America (Canada, Mexico, Paraguay) in Asia and in the Pacific (Bhutan, the Philippines(Filipinos), Samoa) or in Europe and in the Caucasus of the South (Armenia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Cyprus, Montenegro and Turkey).

In 2006, 128 States in the world lined the capital punishment of their penal laws or do not resort to it any more in the practice. It corresponds to 62 % of all the countries and the territories, with the following differences: 88 States abolished the capital punishment for all the offences, 11 States maintain the capital punishment only for the causes for war, but eliminated the death penalty for the crimes committed in peacetime and in 29 States, the capital punishment is de facto abolished, either because there was no more a capital execution for ten years.

But death penalty still exists in the world. In 2003, Amnesty International listed 1146 official declarations of executions in twenty eight countries. China ( 726 ), Iran ( 108 ), the United States ( 65 ) and Vietnam ( 64 ) represent 84 % of these declarations. 
The real number of executions is probably much superior: Amnesty International considers that sixty three countries applied the capital punishment the same year, and nothing that for China, the figure of 10 000 executions was advanced by a Chinese minister in march 2004.

According to the daily paper Le Monde of June 25th, 2005, at least 5476 executions took place in 2004 in the world (5523 according to the NGO HANDS OFF CAIN).

In 2006, 91 per cent of all known executions took place in China, Iran, Pakistan, Iraq, Sudan and the USA.

It's difficult to estimate the number of those who are condemned to death and awaiting execution but if we believe the official figures and the human rights groups like amnesty international, this number is between 19000 and 25000 at the end of 2006.

- The actions of Amnesty International against the death penalty

The capital punishment violates the fundamental human rights, it constitutes the shape of cruelest, inhuman and most degrading punishment. That is why Amnesty International makes a commitment all over the world and without exception for its abolition.

Fewer and fewer countries practise the capital punishment but Amnesty International hopes for a total abolition of this crime.

Besides, Amnesty International was and is very involved in the lobbying with the governments, so that the other States ratify these agreements and adapt their legislation as a consequence. Amnesty watches the respect for the commitments taken by States. It advises besides the international governmental organizations in the clarification and the application of such agreements.

The long-term objective of Amnesty International as regards to the General assembly of the close nations is the adoption of resolutions on the capital punishment including measures improved little by little, which would allow to support the world campaign for a world without death. 

The long-term objective of Amnesty International is to bring all States to delete any reference to the capital punishment in their penal legislation in a way that this punishment cannot be any more pronounced by a court and secondly to ratify the international treaties which forbid the appeal to the capital punishment in any circumstances. 

Amnesty International contributes at the set up of actions, important events as the World Day Against the Death Penalty. The 62nd session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) will take place this month in October 2007 to fight against the death penalty and to succeed in the abolition, a resolution calling for a global moratorium on executions will be introduced. Amnesty International wish that this resolution will be supported by all the countries worldwide.
In fact, on Wednesday 10th of october, activists and celebrities will mark this day with a press conference hosted by the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty. The purpose of this action is that the members of UN states vote in favour of a resolution for a universal moratorium on executions. The slogan this year is "Stop the Death Penalty: the World Decides".

An entitled petition " Moratorium 2000 " was launched on its web site by the Community of Sant' Egidio in Italy. Supported by Amnesty International this petition calling all the governments of the world to observe a universal moratorium on the capital punishment exceeds at present the five million signatures.

But regularly Amnesty International also launches urgent actions. Indeed, in the situations where human rights are seriously threatened, as kidnappings, imminent threats of torture or the executions, Amnesty International reacts by urgent Actions. They are brief directives favour in which each can send letters to the authorities which have the possibility of improving the situation of the victims.

The last urgent actions in date against the capital punishment concern Daryl Keith Holton in the United States, and Ali Hassan al Majid Sultan, Hashim Ahmad al Tai, Hussain Rashid al Tikriti in Iraq condemned to death.


- The  limits of Amnesty International’s actions
Amnesty International tries to do everything to abolish the death penalty. Thanks to its urgent actions and to its mobilization, Amnesty International sometimes succeeds in their actions but not always. Indeed, for example Daryl Keith Holton in the United States was finally executed.

On the other hand, even if Amnesty International tries to influence the states so that they abolish the capital punishment in some cases, it doesn’t do anything. For example the European Union gave up organizing, on October 10th, an European Day against the capital punishment. Ministers of justice, who gathered in Brussels on Tuesday, September 18th, did not manage to obtain the agreement of the Poles.
This non governmental organization has developped its activities these last few years thanks to its members and supporters.
However this NGO doesnt’ have state support so its field of action is limited. 
The media are now caring more Amnesty’s actions. 
We can wondered what is the state role within a NGO? 
ANNEXES

Amnesty International key figures

93% of AI money’s comes from individual members or supporters

64% of AI’s income goes on human rights work

The largest area of AI’s expenditure is its campaigns : £8.3 million spent

£4.6 million goes on human rights research

Fundraising activities (trading, raffles, events…) raise £2.6 million

AI spent £326,000 on human rights education

Income increase by £7 million between 2001 and 2006

10% of AI’s money comes from legacies - people remembering in their will

Used sources:

www.amnesty.org

http://www.amnesty.org.uk

http://web.amnesty.org/pages/deathpenalty-index-fra
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peine_de_mort
http://www.amnestyinternational.be/spip.php?article946
http://web.amnesty.org/pages/deathpenalty-index-eng
http://www.amnesty.org/campaign/
http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/
http://web.amnesty.org/pages/deathpenalty-statistics-eng
http://www.worldcoalition.org/modules/accueil/index.php?sel_lang=english
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